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RORC Investigators’ projects will: 

• Examine population level effects of 
stroke rehabilitation services, 

• Evaluate the relationships between 
structure, process and outcomes of 
stroke rehabilitation, 

• Assess utilization of community based 
nursing home for rehabilitation, 

• Use VA databases to assess disability 
states and associated health care 
utilization patterns, 

• Develop new stroke specific outcome 
measures and assess different 
methods of acquiring outcomes data, 

• Describe stroke recovery and the 
influences of ethnic diversity, and  

• Determine the appropriateness and 
cost-effectiveness of the assistive 
technology for homebound veterans. 
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Dr. Craig Velozo presents results 
from one of  his studies at the annual 

RORC Investigator Retreat. 



GGOALSOALS 
 

There are seven major goals that the RORC Core in-
vestigators and Operations Committee have estab-
lished. These goals are aligned with four Research Fo-
cus Areas and two Core Areas (Methodology, Career 
Development). 

GOAL #1 
Conduct studies that will help to explain and  guide 
improvements in the design, administration, manage-
ment, and access to rehabilitation services; as well as 
model costs of changes in disability states attributable 
to rehabilitation. 

GOAL #2 
Use the ICF (International Classification of Function-
ing, Disability, and Health) framework, item response 
theory methodologies, and our experience the in de-
velopment of specific outcomes measures to advance 
measurement in rehabilitation. 

GOAL #3 
Examine psychosocial aspects and ethnic and cultural 
variations of recovery and caregiving and evaluate 
newly emerging therapies and technologies in rehabili-
tation. 

GOAL #4 
Develop and evaluate assistive technologies and tele-
homecare strategies to improve independence and 
quality of life; and reduce unnecessary health care in-
terventions for veterans with functional impairment 
resulting from chronic diseases and central nervous 
system damage. 

GOAL #5 
Provide methodological support in statistics, database 
design and development, economics, epidemiology, 
psychometrics, and qualitative methods to researchers 
at the RORC/BRRC. 

GOAL #6 
Enhance capacity for rehabilitation outcomes research 
through our Career Development Program. 

GOAL #7 
Build capacity for rehabilitation outcomes research 
Investigators. 
 

The Rehabilitation Outcomes Research Center 
for Veterans with Central 
Nervous System Damage 
(RORC) was established 
on October 1, 2001 as the 
first combined VA Health 
Services Research and 
Development/  
Rehabilitation Research 
and Development Center 
of Excellence.  The 
RORC research pro-
grams are evaluating 
the clinical and cost-
effectiveness of reha-
bilitation interventions to ultimately improve 
quality of care and provide evidence for informed 
decision-making about the provision of rehabili-
tation services.  Development of best outcomes 
measures is critical to the evaluation of rehabilita-
tion services. 

 
MISSION 
 

The overall mission of the RORC is to enhance access, 
quality, and efficiency of rehabilitation services 
through interdisciplinary research and dissemination 
activities.  
There are four research focus areas: 
1. Evaluating, developing, and integrating clinical 

and administrative data to evaluate structure, 
process, and outcomes of rehabilitation services;  

2. Advancing outcomes measurements in CNS dam-
age and rehabilitation; 

3. Examining psychosocial aspects of recovery and 
caregiving; and  

4. Evaluating assistive technologies and tele-
homecare to improve independence and quality of 
life. 
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